In an attempt to address this problem we have surveyed tuberculin positivity in previously vaccinated preschool British born Asian children.
Patients and methods
Asian children born in Derby have routine BCG vaccination given by specially trained health visitors using Dermo-jet (dose 0-1 ml). A routine check on conversion is made at three months by Heaf testing and infants with no response are revaccinated (about 2%).1 From the population vaccinated in the standardised manner 98 preschool children were entered into the study. This represents about 5% of the Asian preschool population of Derby. They were recruited from one child health clinic when they or a sibling were attending for routine developmental surveillance or immunisation. Children were excluded from the study if they were currently taking oral corticosteroids or if they had had measles illness or immunisation in the preceding two weeks. None was thought to be at risk from tuberculosis before entering the study.
All children had a standard Heaf test with a spring loaded multiple puncture Mark 6 Heaf gun set at 1 mm for those less than 2 years old and 2 mm for those over 
